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2014 ï Weeds  to watch for this Spring   

Spotted Knapweed ï Flower head, mature plant and basal rosette  

     With  spring upon us it is a good time to familiarize yourself with problem weeds in the 

area. Understanding how to identify these problem plants and what you can do to help is 

key to limiting the spread and impacts they impose on the natural environment and the 

critters that occupy it.  

     Five major invasive weeds impacting the area include: Japanese knotweed, Himalayan 

balsam, Brown knapweed, Spotted knapweed, and Common tansy. Problem weeds establish 

quickly and  impact the environment by lowering biodiversity , increasing erosion of 

shorelines and stream banks, reducing forage and habitat for wildlife, livestock and rare and 

endangered species, and in some case can  pose toxic effects to animals and  humans. 

      Some natural occurring plants such as Elodeo can become problem plants. The 2013 

Elodea survey of Lakelse Lake revealed that Elodea has increased since the 2011 survey but 

still remains relatively low in comparison to the 2003 and 2006 surveys. For more info on 

Elodea visit the LWSS webpage. 

 

 

     For a full description of each invasive weed listed above please visit the North West 

Invasive Plant Council webpage: http://nwipc.org/  and click on ñmore weeds to watch 

forò.  
     

http://nwipc.org/


Things you can do to limit the spread:  
     The North West Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC) is a non-profit organization that 

operates with the goal of preventing further damage to ecosystems caused by invading 

species. Prevention is the most effective approach to managing for invasive species both in 

terms of cost and the impact these plants have on the environment. If you spot these weeds 

in your area you can  use the NWIPC report a weed app available to smart phone users, 

call their toll free line at 1-866-44WEEDS, or report the weed online at: 

http://www.reportaweedbc.ca/. Routine washing of boats, vehicles, ATVs, hand pulling, 

mowing plants before seed heads develop and applying herbicides where applicable are 

practices that help limit the spread of weeds. The NWIPC offers a 50/50 rebate program 

for eligible land owners incurring a cost to control invasive weeds on their private 

property. Reimbursement for chemical, mechanical and manual treatments are considered 

up to a maximum of $500. For more information on the NWIPC 50/50 rebate program 

please visit their webpage at: http://nwipc.org/files/public/.                                            

                  

                  EXPERIMENT UPDATE:  
  

                      Increased success for 
           Sockeye eggs? 

 
     Following the completion of the Williams Creek spawning channel, an experiment was 

conducted with the goal of proving the viability of the new channel by monitoring the 

survival rate for Sockeye eggs.  
 

     Using the data collected from the cassettes an ñaverage percent survival to hatchò was 

determined for both the new Williams Creek Channel and Scully Creek. The Williams Creek 

channel facilitated a 95% survival to hatch rate and Scully Creek averaged at 59%. 
 

     Due to the colder water temperatures in Williams Creek, the ñsurvival to emergenceò 

results are not yet complete as emergence is not expected till mid-April. Stay posted for the 

full report!  

 

Japanese Knotweed ï mature plant, flower structures, large infestation and bamboo-like stalks 

http://www.reportaweedbc.ca/
http://nwipc.org/files/public/


  

      

     In March of 2013 the Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine voiced comments and 

concerns which were used by the Ministry to develop several caveats included on the 

permit. These caveats ensure that engagement by First Nation groups, Regional District of 

Kitimat- Stikine, and local communities is required prior to undertaking any exploration 

and development activities. Additional caveats include site specific stipulations such as 

archaeological impact assessments, impacts to parcels within the agricultural land reserve, 

restoration of surface soils on disturbed areas, preventative measures for limiting the 

spread or introduction of weeds, access and well site construction restrictions, and risk 

assessments of slope stability, erodible soils, fish and wildlife habitat, water quality and 

watershed values. 

 

 To learn more about geothermal energy visit:  

http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/RET/RENEWABLEENERGYTECHNOLOGIES/GEOTHER

MAL/Pages/default.aspx   and to see info on exploratory digging visit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGk4AKOwJbc 

     Several countries around the world use geothermal power to meet or greatly assist their 

energy needs. To learn more check out the links below. 

 

Iceland: http://www.nea.is/geothermal/ 

New Zealand: http://www.nzgeothermal.org.nz/geo_uses.html 

Italy: http://www.gestoenergy.com/italy/page.php?idLang=1&menu=80&article=11289 

Whatôs HOT in the Watershed?  
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     In February of 2013 a geothermal rights competition was proposed for the Lakelse 

Lake area. A tenure disposition for a geothermal exploration permit at Lakelse Lake was 

conducted by Ministry of Energy and Mines and awarded to LL Geothermal Inc. on 

January 21st, 2014. The geothermal exploration permit is for subsurface rights only, 

therefore surface exploration will require approvals from Forest Lands and Natural 

Resource Operations (FLNRO). To view a map of the permit areas visit: 
http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/Titles/OGTitles/geothermal/Documents/Lakelse_Lake_Area_GP2014001.pdf 
 

http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/RET/RENEWABLEENERGYTECHNOLOGIES/GEOTHERMAL/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/RET/RENEWABLEENERGYTECHNOLOGIES/GEOTHERMAL/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nea.is/geothermal/
http://www.nzgeothermal.org.nz/geo_uses.html
http://www.gestoenergy.com/italy/page.php?idLang=1&menu=80&article=11289
http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/Titles/OGTitles/geothermal/Documents/Lakelse_Lake_Area_GP2014001.pdf


Cutthroat  Camera ï Which 

tributaries do they use?  

     Two underwater fish cameras have been installed in the watershed to better understand 

which tributaries Cutthroat Trout select for spawning.  On March 27th the first camera was 

installed on Scully Creek (top image). Rob Dams (left ) and Sarah Bouwmeester (right) 

are shown installing portions of the fish fence which guides the fish through the viewing 

box. Inside the viewing box is a camera which captures videos when motion is detected.  

     The second camera was installed on 

April 10th on Salmon Creek (shown on 

left). This underwater camera is self-

cleaning and equipped with LED lights to 

capture movements at night, therefore a 

viewing box is not required. To gain more 

information on where Cutthroat Trout are 

spawning in the Lakelse Watershed the 

cameras will be installed on various 

tributaries each spawning season. 

Scully Creek ï Camera 

Salmon Creek - Camera 

lakelsewatershedsociety.com 

http://www.lakelsewatershedsociety.com/


Williams Creek : Proposed Run -of -

the -River  Hydroelectric Project  

     8056587 Canada Inc. has proposed a 25 MegaWatts Hydroelectric Project on Williams 

Creek. The run-of-river designed project would be located approximately 12 kilometers 

southeast of Terrace. A portion of Williams Creek would be diverted into a long penstock 

(6840m) and flow through the powerhouse before being returned to the creek further 

downstream. The project would also involve the construction of a one-kilometer 

transmission line to connect to an existing transmission line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Run-of-River hydroelectric project. 

 

     On July 2012 the Revision 1 of "Williams Creek Hydroelectric Project Scope Report" 

was issued by Canadian Projects Limited on behalf of 8056587 Canada Inc. To view the 

whole report and learn more on the general project timeline visit: 

http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/getfile.jsp?PostID=44445&FileID=53077&a

ction=view 

 

http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/getfile.jsp?PostID=44445&FileID=53077&action=view
http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/getfile.jsp?PostID=44445&FileID=53077&action=view


Williams Creek Sockeye  Release  

2014  

This years Sockeye release marks the eighth year of the Lakelse Lake Sockeye Salmon Recovery program, 

funded by the Pacific Salmon Commission. 
 

Itôs no secret that  migrating Salmon have quite the journey from a small egg in the gravel to a spawning 

adult. But for  the Lakelse Lake Sockeye chosen to be reared in Bella Coola,  their journey begins a bit 

�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�« 
 

During  the spawning season for the past 8 years, males and females are caught and eggs and sperm are  

retrieved. The eggs are flown to the Bella Coola hatchery where they are fertilized and reared  at the Snootli 

Hatchery. As they develop into fry they have their adipose fin clipped and are then flown back to Terrace and 

released in Williams Creek. The timing of release is matched with the natural emergence of the Sockeye fry 

in Williams Creek.  
 

Upon arrival the Sockeye fry are kept in large pens (Top left) within the creek until dusk allowing the fry to 

get acclimatized to their new environment. During the day the fry are monitored regularly, watching closely 

for any potential predators trying to make a move! (Top right �± Tina keeping a close eye!). The fry are 

released at dusk when risk of predation is at its lowest. 
 

Approximately 300,000 fry have been released each year. The purpose of the Lakelse Lake Sockeye 

Recovery program was to increase the population to historical levels. Check out the links below to see some 

video footage!  
 

http://youtu.be/pvlimB2zzhE 

 

http://youtu.be/vGUog8l3X4M 

 

http://youtu.be/301-WVXszDY 
 

A special thanks to everyone who helped with the release this year, including our volunteers Larry and 

Ted  from the Rod & Gun Club, and Terry & Cheryl, Patty, and Tina from the LWSS! 


